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Hume on the Hume on the 
problem of evil problem of evil 

David Hume David Hume Epistemological Epistemological 
skepticism skepticism 

Other religious Other religious 
texts texts 

Dialogues Dialogues 
Concerning Concerning 

Natural Natural 
Religion Religion 

Hume Hume’ ’s s Dialogues Dialogues 

Demea Demea Cleanthes Cleanthes 

Philo Philo Pamphilus Pamphilus & & 
Hermippus Hermippus 

The Characters The Characters 

Anthropomorphic Anthropomorphic 
understanding of understanding of 

God? God? 

Teleological Teleological 
argument argument 

Problem of evil Problem of evil 
Which character Which character 

speaks for speaks for 
Hume? Hume? 

Issues in the Issues in the 
Dialogues Dialogues
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Amount of evil Amount of evil 
Philo Philo’’s logical s logical 

arguments from arguments from 
evil evil 

• •Demea Demea’’s s 
strategy strategy 

• •Cleanthes Cleanthes’’ 
rejection rejection 

• •Philo Philo’’s s 
reiteration reiteration 

• •His His 
“ “retirement retirement” ” 

Part X Part X 

The number is a The number is a 
prime number prime number 

The number is The number is 
an even number an even number 

The number is The number is 
greater than two greater than two 

Any two can be true Any two can be true 
together, but all together, but all 

three together are three together are 
impossible impossible 

Inconsistent triad Inconsistent triad 

God is God is 
omnipotent omnipotent 

God is morally God is morally 
perfect perfect 

Evil exists Evil exists Can all three be Can all three be 
true together? true together? 

Problem of evil as an Problem of evil as an 
inconsistent triad inconsistent triad 

Considering all Considering all 
of the evidence of the evidence 

Is the world we see Is the world we see 
what we would expect what we would expect 
from an omnipotent & from an omnipotent & 
morally perfect God? morally perfect God? 

“ “Inductive Inductive” ” v. v. 
logical logical 

arguments arguments 

How to How to 
represent the represent the 
inductive case inductive case 

Evil as evidence Evil as evidence


